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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 2, filed 8/22/2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-3 and 5 under 35 USC 102 (e) have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Hirota US 6559976. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 -3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Hirota US 6559976. The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
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application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Hirota teaches of a digital color copying machine (column 

2, lines 63-64), which reads on an image forming apparatus. Hirota teaches of imaging 
units (302cmyk) (column 3,lines 38-64), which reads on an exposure unit, which 
exposes an image carrier by emitting light of light emitting elements based on image 
data. Hirota teaches of a resist detecting sensor (314) (column 6,lines 54-60 and figure 
1 ), which reads on an input device for inputting distortion data of the exposure unit. 
Hirota teaches of a print imaging controller (500) (column 4,lines 1-8, column 6,lines 5- 
25 and figure 5), which reads on a controller which controls an exposure position of an 
image to be exposed by the exposure unit, based on the input distortion data. 

4. Regarding claim 2, Hirota teaches of imaging units (302c, 302m, 302y, 302k) 
(column 3,lines 45-46 and figure 1), which reads on the exposure unit includes a 
plurality of the light emitting elements that are arranged in a line. 

5. Regarding claim 3, Hirota teaches that the print data is transmitted to the imaging 
units (302cmyk) (column 3,lines 34-47), which reads on data corresponding to each of 
the light emitting elements is input. 

6. Regarding claim 5, Hirota teaches that the resist detecting sensor (314) detects 
color shifts in C.M.Y.K components (column 6,lines 54-60 and figure 4), which reads on 
the input device is equipped with plural kinds of input methods. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-15 are allowed. 

1 . Regarding claim 6, the closest references Yamamoto et al. US 6381428 fails to 
teach of a data processor which forms skew correction data based on a relative 
deviation amount in main and sub scanning directions of the exposure unit, that is 
obtained by a readout of the resist patterns by the optical sensors. 

2. Regarding claim 10, the closest references Yamamoto et al. US 6381428 and 
Imaizumi et al. US 6215512 fails to teach of a controller that determines the recording 
positional deviation data of the exposure unit based on the results of resist patterns and 
controls the exposure positions of the image based on the recording positional deviation 
data and distortion data. 

3. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Michael 
Burleson whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7460 and fax number is (571 ) 273- 
7460. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 
4:30p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached at (571) 272-7471 




Michael Burleson 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 
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